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were  adopted. 


(ID 


CONTENTS 


Meetings 

Page 

1.  Regular  Meetings* 1 

2.  Additional  and  Special  Meetings 1 

3.  Open  Business  Meetings 1 

4.  Quorums 1 

5.  Recognition 2 

6.  Consideration  of  Business 2 

7.  Procedure  for  Consideration  of  Budget  Resolutions 2 

8.  Rollcall  Votes 2 

9.  Proxies* 2 

10.  Parliamentarian's  Status  Report  and  Section  302  Status  Report 2 

Hearings 

11.  Announcement  of  Hearings 3 

12.  Open  Hearings 3 

13.  Quorums* 3 

14.  Time  for  Questioning  Witnesses 4 

15.  Subpoenas  and  Oaths 4 

16.  Witnesses'  Statements 4 

17.  Committee  Prints 4 

18.  Broadcasting 4 

Staff 

19.  Committee  Staff 5 

20.  Staff  Supervision 5 

Committee  Records 

21.  Preparation  and  Maintenance  of  Committee  Records 5 

22.  Access  to  Committee  Records* 6 

Applicability  of  House  Rules 

23.  Applicability  of  House  Rules 6 

Conferees 

24.  Appointment  of  Conferees 6 


'Written  rule  required  by  House  Rules. 

(Ill) 


MEETINGS 

RULE  1— Regular  Meetings* 

The  regular  meeting  day  of  the  committee  shall  be  the  second 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  11  a.m.,  while  the  House  is  in  session. 

The  Chairman  is  authorized  to  dispense  with  a  regular  meeting 
when  he  determines  there  is  no  business  to  be  considered  by  the 
committee,  provided  that  he  gives  written  notice  to  that  effect  to 
each  member  of  the  committee  as  far  in  advance  of  the  regular 
meeting  day  as  the  circumstances  permit. 

Regular  meetings  shall  be  canceled  when  they  conflict  with 
meetings  of  either  party's  caucus  or  conference. 

RULE  2 — Additional  and  Special  Meetings 

The  Chairman  may  call  and  convene  additional  meetings  of  the 
committee  as  he  considers  necessary,  or  special  meetings  at  the  re- 
quest of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  committee  in  accordance 
with  House  Rule  XI,  clause  2(c). 

In  the  absence  of  exceptional  circumstances,  the  Chairman  shall 
provide  written  or  verbal  notice  of  additional  meetings  to  the  office 
of  each  member  at  least  24  hours  in  advance  while  Congress  is  in 
session,  and  at  least  3  days  in  advance  when  Congress  is  not  in  ses- 
sion. 

RULE  3 — Open  Business  Meetings 

Each  meeting  for  the  transaction  of  committee  business,  includ- 
ing the  markup  of  measures,  shall  be  open  to  the  public  except 
when  the  committee,  in  open  session  and  with  a  quorum  present, 
determines  by  roUcall  vote  that  all  or  part  of  the  remainder  of  the 
meeting  on  that  day  shall  be  closed  to  the  public  in  accordance 
with  House  Rule  XI,  clause  2(g)(1).  No  person  other  than  members 
of  the  committee  and  such  congressional  staff  and  departmental 
representatives  as  they  may  authorize  shall  be  present  at  any  busi- 
ness or  markup  session  which  has  been  closed  to  the  public.  This 
rule  shall  not  apply  to  any  meeting  that  relates  solely  to  matters 
concerning  the  internal  administration  of  the  committee. 

RULE  4 — Quorums 

A  majority  of  the  committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  No  busi- 
ness shall  be  transacted  and  no  measure  or  recommendation  shall 
be  reported  unless  a  quorum  is  actually  present,  which  shall  be 
deemed  the  case  if  the  records  of  the  committee  establish  that  a 
majority  of  the  committee  responded  on  a  rollcall  vote  on  that 
question. 


*  Written  rule  required  by  House  Rules. 
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RULE  5 — Recognition 

Any  member,  when  recognized  by  the  Chairman,  may  address 
the  committee  on  any  bill,  motion,  or  other  matter  under  consider- 
ation before  the  committee.  The  time  of  such  member  shall  be  lim- 
ited to  5  minutes  until  all  members  present  have  been  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  comment. 

RULE  6 — Consideration  of  Business 

Measures  or  matters  may  be  placed  before  the  committee,  for  its 
consideration,  by  the  Chairman  or  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  a  quorum  being  present. 

RULE  7 — Procedure  for  Consideration  of  Budget  Resolutions 

In  developing  a  concurrent  resolution  on  the  budget,  the  commit- 
tee shall  first  proceed,  unless  otherwise  determined  by  the  commit- 
tee, to  consider  budget  aggregates,  functional  categories,  and  other 
appropriate  matters  on  a  tentative  basis,  with  the  document  before 
the  committee  open  to  amendment;  subsequent  amendments  may 
be  offered  to  aggregates,  functional  categories,  or  other  appropriate 
matters  which  have  already  been  amended  in  their  entirety. 

Following  adoption  of  the  aggregates,  functional  categories,  and 
other  matters,  the  text  of  a  concurrent  resolution  on  the  budget  in- 
corporating such  aggregates,  functional  categories,  and  other  ap- 
propriate matters  shall  be  considered  for  amendment  and  a  final 
vote. 

RULE  8— Rollcall  Votes 

A  rollcall  of  the  members  may  be  had  upon  the  request  of  at 
least  one-fifth  of  those  present.  In  the  apparent  absence  of  a 
quorum,  a  rollcall  may  be  had  on  the  request  of  any  member. 

RULE  9— Proxies* 

Any  member  of  the  committee  may  vote  by  special  proxy  if  the 
proxy  authorization  is  in  writing,  asserts  that  the  member  is 
absent  on  official  business  or  is  otherwise  unable  to  be  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  committee,  designates  the  person  who  is  to  exe- 
cute the  proxy  authorization,  and  is  limited  to  a  specific  measure 
or  matter  and  any  amendments  or  motions  pertaining  thereto; 
except  that  a  member  may  authorize  a  general  proxy  only  for  mo- 
tions to  recess,  adjourn  or  other  procedural  matters.  Each  proxy  to 
be  effective  shall  be  signed  by  the  member  assigning  his  or  her 
vote  and  shall  contain  the  date  and  time  of  day  that  the  proxy  is 
signed.  Proxies  may  not  be  counted  for  a  quorum. 

RULE  10— Parliamentarian's  Status  Report  and  Section  302  Status 
Report 

(a)  In  order  to  carry  out  its  duty  under  section  311  of  the  Con- 
gressional Budget  Act  to  advise  the  House  of  Representatives  as  to 
the  current  level  of  spending  and  revenues  as  compared  to  the 
levels  set  forth  in  the  latest  agreed-upon  concurrent  resolution  on 
the  budget,  the  committee  shall  advise  the  Speaker  on  at  least  a 


*  Written  rule  required  by  House  Rules. 


monthly  basis  when  the  House  is  in  session  as  to  its  estimate  of  the 
current  level  of  spending  and  revenue.  Such  estimates  shall  be  pre- 
pared by  the  staff  of  the  committee,  transmitted  to  the  Speaker  in 
the  form  of  a  Parliamentarian's  Status  Report,  and  printed  in  the 
Congressional  Record. 

The  committee  authorizes  the  Chairman,  in  consultation  with 
the  ranking  minority  member,  to  transmit  to  the  Speaker  the  Par- 
liamentarian's Status  Report  described  above. 

(b)  In  order  to  carry  out  its  duty  under  section  302  of  the  Con- 
gressional Budget  Act  to  advise  the  House  of  Representatives  as  to 
the  current  level  of  spending  within  the  jurisdiction  of  committees 
as  compared  to  the  appropriate  allocations  made  pursuant  to  the 
Budget  Act  in  conformity  with  the  latest  agreed-upon  concurrent 
resolution  on  the  budget,  the  committee  shall,  as  necessary,  advise 
the  Speaker  as  to  its  estimate  of  the  current  level  of  spending 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  appropriate  committees.  Such  estimates 
shall  be  prepared  by  the  staff  of  the  committee  and  transmitted  to 
the  Speaker  in  the  form  of  a  Section  302  Status  Report. 

The  committee  authorizes  the  Chairman,  in  consultation  with 
the  ranking  minority  member,  to  transmit  to  the  Speaker  the  Sec- 
tion 302  Status  Report  described  above. 

HEARINGS 

RULE  11 — Announcement  of  Hearings 

The  Chairman  shall  publicly  announce  the  date,  place,  and  sub- 
ject matter  of  any  committee  hearing  at  least  one  week  before  the 
commencement  of  that  hearing,  unless  he  determines  there  is  good 
cause  to  begin  such  hearing  at  an  earlier  date,  in  which  case  public 
announcement  shall  be  made  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

RULE  12— Open  Hearings 

Each  hearing  conducted  by  the  committee  or  any  of  its  task 
forces  shall  be  open  to  the  public  except  when  the  committee  or 
task  force,  in  open  session  and  with  a  quorum  present,  determines 
by  rollcall  vote  that  all  or  part  of  the  remainder  of  that  hearing  on 
that  day  shall  be  closed  to  the  public  because  disclosure  of  testimo- 
ny, evidence,  or  other  matters  to  be  considered  would  endanger  the 
national  security  or  would  violate  any  law  or  rule  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  The  committee  or  task  forces  may  by  the  same 
procedure  vote  to  close  1  subsequent  day  of  hearing. 

For  the  purposes  of  House  Rule  XI,  clause  2(g)  (2)  the  task  forces 
of  the  committee  are  considered  to  be  subcommittees. 

RULE  13— Quorums* 

For  the  purpose  of  hearing  testimony,  not  less  than  two  members 
of  the  committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 
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RULE  14 — Time  for  Questioning  Witnesses 

Committee  members  shall  have  not  to  exceed  5  minutes  to  inter- 
rogate each  witness  until  such  time  as  each  member  who  so  desires 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  interrogate  such  witness. 

After  all  members  have  had  an  opportunity  to  ask  questions,  the 
round  shall  begin  again  under  the  5-minute  rule. 

In  questioning  witnesses  under  the  5-minute  rule,  the  Chairman 
and  the  ranking  minority  member  may  be  recognized  first  after 
which  members  may  be  recognized  in  the  order  of  their  arrival  at 
the  hearing.  Among  the  members  present  at  the  time  the  hearing 
is  called  to  order,  seniority  shall  be  recognized.  In  recognizing 
members  to  question  witnesses,  the  Chairman  may  take  into  con- 
sideration the  ratio  of  majority  members  to  minority  members  and 
the  number  of  majority  and  minority  members  present  and  shall 
apportion  the  recognition  for  questioning  in  such  a  manner  as  not 
to  disadvantage  the  members  of  the  majority. 

RULE  15 — Subpoenas  and  Oaths 

In  accordance  with  House  Rule  XI,  clause  2(m),  subpoenas  au- 
thorized by  a  majority  of  the  committee  may  be  issued  over  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Chairman  or  of  any  member  of  the  committee  desig- 
nated by  him,  and  may  be  served  by  any  person  designated  by  the 
Chairman  or  such  member. 

The  Chairman,  or  any  member  of  the  committee  designated  by 
the  Chairman,  may  administer  oaths  to  witnesses. 

RULE  16 — Witnesses'  Statements 

So  far  as  practicable,  any  prepared  statement  to  be  presented  by 
a  witness  shall  be  submitted  to  the  committee  at  least  24  hours  in 
advance  of  presentation,  and  shall  be  distributed  to  all  members  of 
the  committee  in  advance  of  delivery. 

RULE  17— Committee  Prints 

All  committee  prints  and  other  materials  prepared  for  public  dis- 
tribution shall  be  approved  by  the  committee  prior  to  any  distribu- 
tion, unless  such  print  or  other  material  shows  clearly  on  its  face 
that  it  has  not  been  approved  by  the  committee. 

BROADCASTING 

RULE  18 — Broadcasting  of  Meetings  and  Hearings 

It  shall  be  the  policy  of  the  committee  to  give  all  news  media 
access  to  open  hearings  of  the  committee,  subject  to  the  require- 
ments and  limitations  set  forth  in  House  Rule  XI,  clause  3.  When- 
ever any  committee  business  meeting  is  open  to  the  public,  that 
meeting  may  be  covered,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  television  broad- 
cast, radio  broadcast,  and  still  photography,  or  by  any  of  such 
methods  of  coverage,  in  accordance  with  House  Rule  XI,  clause  3. 
However,  radio,  television,  and  still  camera  equipment  may  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  committee  room  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  commit- 
tee, a  quorum  being  present. 


STAFF 


RULE  19— Committee  Staff 


(a)  Subject  to  approval  by  the  committee,  and  to  the  provisions  of 
the  following  paragraphs,  the  professional  and  clerical  staff  of  the 
committee  shall  be  appointed,  and  may  be  removed,  by  the  Chair- 
man. 

Committee  staff  shall  not  be  assigned  any  duties  other  than 
those  pertaining  to  committee  business,  and  shall  be  selected  with- 
out regard  to  race,  creed,  sex,  or  age,  and  solely  on  the  basis  of  fit- 
ness to  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  positions. 

All  committee  staff  shall  be  entitled  to  equitable  treatment,  in- 
cluding comparable  salaries,  facilities,  access  to  official  committee 
records,  leave,  and  hours  of  work. 

(b)  In  addition  to  the  staff  provided  in  paragraph  (a)  each 
member  of  the  committee  may  select  and  designate  an  associate 
staff  member  who  shall  serve  at  the  pleasure  of  that  member.  Such 
staff  member  shall  be  compensated  at  a  rate,  determined  by  the 
member,  not  to  exceed  75  per  centum  of  the  maximum  established 
in  Clause  6(c)  of  Rule  XI  of  the  Rules  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives; provided.  That  no  member  shall  appoint  more  than  one 
person  pursuant  to  these  provisions;  provided  further,  that  mem- 
bers designating  a  staff  member  under  this  subsection  must  certify 
by  letter  to  the  Chairman  that  the  employee  is  needed  and  will  be 
utilized  for  committee  work. 

(c)  In  addition  to  the  staff  provided  in  the  above  paragraphs,  the 
Chairman  shall  appoint  no  fewer  than  five  staff,  recommended  by 
the  minority  members,  who  shall  provide  staff  assistance  to  the  mi- 
nority members. 

RULE  20— Staff  Supervision 

Staff  shall  be  under  the  general  supervision  and  direction  of  the 
Chairman,  who  shall  establish  and  assign  their  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities, delegate  such  authority  as  he  deems  appropriate,  fix  and 
adjust  staff  salaries  (in  accordance  with  House  Rule  XI,  clause  6(c)) 
and  job  titles,  and,  in  his  discretion,  arrange  for  their  specialized 
training. 

Staff  assigned  to  the  minority  shall  be  under  the  general  supervi- 
sion and  direction  of  the  minority  members  of  the  committee,  who 
may  delegate  such  authority  as  they  deem  appropriate. 

COMMITTEE  RECORDS 

RULE  21 — Preparation  and  Maintenance  of  Committee  Records 

An  accurate  stenographic  record  shall  be  made  of  all  hearings. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  shall  be  recorded  in  a  journal 
which  shall,  among  other  things,  include  a  record  of  the  votes  on 
any  question  on  which  a  record  vote  is  demanded. 

Members  of  the  committee  shall  correct  and  return  transcripts  of 
hearings  as  soon  as  practicable  after  receipt  thereof. 
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Any  witness  may  examine  the  transcript  of  his  own  testimony 
and  make  grammatical  or  technical  changes  that  do  not  substan- 
tially alter  the  record  of  testimony. 

The  Chairman  may  order  the  printing  of  a  hearing  record  with- 
out the  corrections  of  any  member  or  witness  if  he  determines  that 
such  member  or  witness  has  been  afforded  a  reasonable  time  for 
corrections,  and  that  further  delay  would  seriously  impede  the 
committee's  responsibility  for  meeting  its  deadlines  under  the  Con- 
gressional Budget  Act  of  1974. 

Transcripts  of  hearings  and  meetings  may  be  printed  if  the 
Chairman  decides  it  is  appropriate,  or  if  a  majority  of  the  members 
so  request. 

RULE  22 — Access  to  Committee  Records 

(a)  The  Chairman  shall  promulgate  regulations  to  provide  for 
public  inspection  of  rollcall  votes  and  to  provide  access  by  members 
to  committee  records  (in  accordance  with  House  Rule  XI,  clause 
2(e)). 

Access  to  classified  testimony  and  information  shall  be  limited  to 
Members  of  Congress  and  to  House  Budget  Committee  staff  and 
stenographic  reporters  who  have  appropriate  security  clearance. 

Notice  of  the  receipt  of  such  information  shall  be  sent  to  the 
committee  members.  Such  information  shall  be  kept  in  the  commit- 
tee safe,  and  shall  be  available  to  members  in  the  committee  office. 

*(b)  The  records  of  the  committee  at  the  National  Archives  and 
Records  Administration  shall  be  made  available  for  public  use  in 
accordance  with  Rule  XXXVI  of  the  Rules  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  Chairman  shall  notify  the  ranking  minority 
member  of  any  decision,  pursuant  to  clause  3(b)(3)  or  clause  4(b)  of 
the  rule,  to  withhold  a  record  otherwise  available,  and  the  matter 
shall  be  presented  to  the  committee  for  a  determination  on  the 
written  request  of  any  member  of  the  committee. 

APPLICABILITY  OF  HOUSE  RULES 

RULE  23 — Applicability  of  House  Rules 

Except  as  otherwise  specified  herein,  the  Rules  of  the  House  are 
the  rules  of  the  committee  so  far  as  applicable,  except  that  a 
motion  to  recess  from  day  to  day  is  a  motion  of  high  privilege. 

CONFEREES 

RULE  24 — Appointment  of  Conferees 

Majority  party  members  recommended  to  the  Speaker  as  confer- 
ees shall  be  recommended  by  the  Chairman  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  majority  party  members  of  the  committee.  The  Chairman 
shall  recommend  such  minority  party  members  as  conferees  as 
shall  be  determined  by  the  minority  party,  provided  that  the  rec- 
ommended party  representation  shall  be  in  approximately  the 
same  proportion  as  that  in  the  committee. 
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